Durfold Cottage, Church Hill, Buckhorn Weston, Dorset, SP8 5HS, Tel: 07787 784009
Email: buckhornweston@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
www.bwandkmpc.org
Responsible Financial Officer and Parish Clerk: Mrs Sandra Mackintosh

FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Held on Monday 4th September 2017 at 7.30pm in Kington Magna Village Hall
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Parish Councillors Present:
Nigel Osborne (Chairman (NO), Roger Gosney (RG), Mrs Eunice Dale (ED), Tim Wilton (TW),
Ms Phillippa Chapman (PC), Kevin Aldred (KA), Matthew Hoskins (MH), Mrs Valerie Standing
(VS)
District County Councillor Present: 0
County Councillor Present: 0
Members of the public: There were 4 members of the public present
Members of the press: There were no members of the press present
In attendance: Parish Clerk: Sandra Mackintosh (SM), Rights of Way Liaison Officer: Martin
Hibbert (MHT)
Public Session: No matters discussed
Apologies: Simon Stranger (SS)
To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 3rd July 2017: Cllr
Gosney proposed that “the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 3rd July
2017 should be approved as a correct record of the meeting.” Cllr Ms Chapman seconded,
the vote was unanimous. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the minutes.
Matters Arising from the previous minutes: None
Declarations of interest: Members are required to comply with the requirements of the Localism
Act 2011, section 27 disclosable pecuniary interests. None.
District County Councillors report: Cllr Walsh apologised for not being able to attend the
meeting but submitted a report regarding North Dorset’s five year housing land supply
which will be added to the agenda for the next meeting.
County Councillor’s report: Cllr Cattaway did not attend the meeting. No report submitted.
Police report: PCSO Levy did not attend the meeting. No report submitted.
Chairman’s report: NO advised there were no updates to report. No report submitted.
Financial Reports:
Responsible Financial Officer’s report: The RFO’s report and accounts were circulated prior
to the meeting. Copies are available on request from the Parish Clerk.
To approve the accounts and payments for the period of 1st July to 31st August 2017
including salaries and associated accounts: Cllr Aldred proposed to “approve the accounts
and payments for the period of 1st July to 31st August 2017 including salaries and associated
accounts.” Cllr Mrs Dale seconded, the vote was unanimous. Resolved.
Bank Reconciliation: The current account balance is £3571.44. The NS&I account balance is
£4375.07. Payments received to date are £5370.00. Total payments out so far this financial
year are £8566.85.
To receive actual spend against budget figures for the first half of the financial year
2017/18 in consideration of the next financial year: A copy of the current spend against
budget report was issued to all councillors prior to the meeting. NO advised this will be the
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first of three sessions to discuss the next financial year’s budgeting requirements. He stated
that the three figures in red, indicating overspend, were for the following reasons:
1/ The external audit projected figure includes a fine plus VAT which was applied to last
year’s audit fee and which NO regards as unlikely to occur again this year.
2/ The burial ground rates and rent has risen by £2.74 and the budget could remain as is or
be increased by £5.00.
3/ The Parish Council has not yet reclaimed the VAT on the KMPA climbing frame
expenditure and the KMPA figures will be adjusted down when the monies are reimbursed.
NO considered there was no need to increase the budget for the next financial year other
than to award the clerk a modest pay increase in line with a rise in average weekly
earnings. PC advised the council refer to Local Government Pay Scales first. Cllr Aldred
proposed that ‘the Parish Council agree in principle to award the clerk a pay rise’. Cllr
Gosney seconded, the vote was unanimous. Resolved.
Action: To refer to Local Government Pay Scales prior to agreeing the amount of increase
in pay award.
To appoint Mrs Pat Read as the new internal auditor: Further to discussions regarding this
matter at the last meeting, SM introduced Mrs Read to the Parish Council. Cllr Osborne
proposed to “appoint Mrs Read as the Parish Council’s Internal Auditor”. Cllr Aldred
seconded, the vote was unanimous. Resolved.
Clerk’s Report: The clerks report, covering general activities carried out, was circulated
prior to the meeting. A copy is available on request from the Parish Clerk. There was no
further update on the number of villagers who have signed up to NORDCAT nor any
additional information regarding the replacement insurance provider.
Planning:
To receive decision notices from North Dorset District Council:
• Little Kington Farm, Bourton Road, Kington Magna, re-open blocked internal
opening and insert new window. Repair and replace flagstones, insert stud wall and
carry out associated internal alterations = approved (ref:2/2017/0626/LBC)
• Waverley, Tunnel Head, Sandley, extend a single storey into a two storey dwelling.
Create a new vehicular access and form 3 no. parking spaces to create 4 in total =
refused (ref: 2/2017/0286/FUL)
To discuss the implications of application 17/03257/CPO Brains Farm and consider how to
respond: NO welcomed Campbell Dunford, the Chairman of Save the Vale, to the meeting.
Campbell advised that the proposal to erect a 50,000t capacity anaerobic digester plant for
the processing of agricultural manures, crops, crop residues and pasteurised food waste at
Brains Farm on Moor Lane will affect Buckhorn Weston and Kington Magna villages quite
strongly as all of the waste material being brought to the site from the south will have to
pass through both villages. He considered the projected number of vehicle movements
stated in the traffic report, an additional 69 two way movements per day, as being
underestimated. Currently attempts are being made to delay the SCC decision date until
after the 3rd of October at which point the subsidy decreases. Wincanton Town Council
have objected to the proposal along with many other villages. NO thanked Campbell for his
attendance. Parish Council concerns were:
• The lanes through the villages not being suitable for the heavy vehicles required to
transport the waste and that the transfer of such waste to smaller vehicles would
significantly increase the number of movements on the roads.
• The unsuitable/increased traffic would cause severe deterioration to the roads and
verges through Buckhorn Weston and Kington Magna resulting in higher
maintenance costs to Dorset County Council and ultimately an increase in
resident’s council tax bills to cover these additional costs.
• Route 253 of the National Cycle Network runs from Quarr Crossroads, through
Buckhorn Weston and into Kington Magna. The SUSTRANS criteria requires that the
route is safe, minimises dangers for cyclists, pedestrians, horses and riders and
other users and gives a feeling of security.
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RG advised that Dorset County Council Highways have recently classified the route from the
A303 to the A30 as unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles and will shortly install signage to
this effect. The council was curious to know if NDDC and DCC were aware of this
application. VS and KA agreed to attend the consultation being held by the applicant on the
5th September and report back to the council. Cllr Osborne proposed that “the Parish
Council submit a letter to Somerset County Council’s planning department objecting to this
proposal based on the Parish Council’s concerns and to submit a similar/copy of the letter
to North Dorset County Council’s planning department and Dorset County Council
Highways to ensure their awareness of this application”. Cllr Mrs Dale seconded, the vote
was unanimous. Resolved.
Action: To compose an objection letter and submit to SCC, NDDC planning and DCC
highways.
Other Reports:
Highways: RG advised the council on the status of the following:
• Surface dressing in both villages has been completed although Chapel Hill in
Kington Magna was not included. This has been reported to Dorset Highways.
• The visibility splay at the A30 Stour Hill Crossroads has been completed and the VAS
sign (approaching the junction from the west) has been reduced from 50mph to
45mph.
• Dorset Highways have concluded the route from the A30 to the A303 is unsuitable
for heavy goods vehicles and is currently manufacturing signs to this effect.
• A second round of clearing away surplus chippings has been carried out.
• The request to remove compacted mud from the sides of Church Hill in Buckhorn
Weston has been put forward to Dorset Highways.
MH requested ‘slow’ be painted on the lane from the A30 heading towards the blind corner
in to Kington Magna. A member of public asked for the gulley leading from Buckhorn
Weston village towards the bridge be unblocked. RG will investigate both issues.
To consider funding options and rescheduling the works for 6 new fingerposts: The grant
funding has closed for this year however the council has been advised that there is a good
chance of receiving a 50/50 match grant from the Lottery fund via AONB early next year. A
further 2 signs (at Wayclose and Quarr crossroads) have been identified as needing repair
and the new village hall sign also needs to be included making a revised total of 9 signs. RG
estimates the signs will be completed by the end of April 2018. MH has offered to take the
letters to the contractor. Cllr Hoskins proposed that “the Parish Council wait until next year,
apply for the 50/50 match funding grant and have all 9 signs repaired / made starting in
March”. Cllr Ms Chapman seconded, the vote was unanimous. Resolved.
To receive updates and consider road verge conservation management as per the Dorset
wildlife trust letter issued on 18th May: No update has been received regarding the
replacement of grass verges with wild flowers. RG was concerned that a wild flower verge
may create a problem with visibility. It was agreed to wait and watch on this matter.
To consider clearing the edges of lanes in both villages: It was considered that the Parish
Council clearing the sludge from the lanes would be of no benefit as this is an ongoing issue
with the lane edges returning to a similar state within a few months, a possible liability
issue and would create a precedent for the council to continually carry out these works
which Dorset County Council Highways are responsible for. RG has already approached DCC
Highways regarding this matter and awaits a response.
Public Footpaths: 18 people joined in the Gillingham walking festival. The Kington Magna
Millennium walk took place in July and was very successful resulting in a good impetus for
getting it cleared. MHT is currently working on specific paths and the White Hart Link
project. Outstanding is the application for a grant to carry out small scale works and
resolving an issue of gates being left open at Court Farm.
Consider health and safety and insurance needs of the footpath clearance volunteers:
MHT confirmed that having consulted with Dorset County Council, the volunteer groups are
covered by DCC’s public liability insurance provided the groups are sanctioned by DCC and
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led by MHT. It will be MHT’s responsibility to carry out a health and safety induction and
risk assessment. Equipment does not need to be provided by DCC.
Nyland: ED reported that overgrown vegetation is again creating a visibility issue at the A30
junction. RG confirmed this should be cut back when visibility is impeded and will contact
Highways regarding this matter. ED also informed the council that the travellers have
returned to Five Bridges with approximately ten vehicles now at the sight.
Kington Magna:
KMPA update: The new climbing frame has been installed and is in operation. RG
acknowledged SS for his input in getting the frame in, a membrane down, chips in and
boarding around. The Church held a picnic at the play area which was enjoyed by all.
Current funding shows KMPA owing £215.17. Monies are due in from the Waitrose fund
raising scheme and half of the Kington Magna Harvest supper proceeds have been
promised to KMPA. The bulk of the KMPA funds will now be exhausted however ongoing
works will be required. NO suggested next year’s precept could cover the running costs. RG
advised that the new grass cutter has started and doing a good job.
Kington Magna Conservation Area update: Following feedback from the consultation held
a year ago, the boundary for the area has now been revised and excludes the bungalows on
South Street and removes the islands. The issue of high value landscape around the Church
remains and RG will be meeting with DCC regarding this matter.
To consider funding for children’s defibrillator pads (Buckhorn Weston): No update has
been received regarding the life span of the pads. RG and MH queried if there is a
requirement in Kington Magna. KA offered to look into the possibility of obtaining a unit
through another source who have provided several units to many villages.
Action: Contact Vicky Moore regarding the life span and cost of defibrillator pads.
To receive an update on reported land next to the railway line in Buckhorn Weston: No
update has been received. NO followed up this report last month but has had no response.
It was suggested the matter be forwarded to Cllr Ridout.
Items for next agenda:
North Dorset five year housing land supply – consider potential land in Kington Magna.
Matters Pertinent: None
Date of next Meeting:
Monday 6th November 2017 at Buckhorn Weston Village Hall:
Full Council Meeting 7.30pm
Meeting closed at 21.26pm

Signed ………………………………………………………………………..Chairman Date
…………………………………

Appendices

A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

Accounts and payments for the period of 1st July to 31st August 2017
Bank reconciliation
Spend against budget report
RFO & Clerk’s report
Highways report
Dorset Wildlife Trust Letter

Copies of the appendices can be obtained from the Parish Clerk.
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